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THE 

CAMBRO-BRITON, 

AUGUST, 1820. 



NULLI QUIDEM MIH£ SATIS ERUDrTI VIDENTt'R, <IUIBU8 
NOSTRA IGNOTA SUNT. Cicebo de tegit-js. 

THE TRIADS.— No. X. 

TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN *. 
xux. 
J. HE three Arrant Traitors, who were the cause, by means 
whereof the Saxons took the crown of the Isle of Britain from" 
the Cymry. One was Gwrgi Garwlwyd, who, after getting a 
taste for the flesh of men in the court of Edelfled King of the 
Saxons, liked it so much, that lie would eat nothing but human 
flesh ever after ; and, therefore, he and his men united themselves 
with Edelfled King of the Saxons, so that he used to make secret 
incursions upon the nation of the Cymry, and took male and 
female of the young so many as he ate daily. And all the law* 
less men of the nation of the Cymry gathered to him and the 
Saxons, where they might obtain their full of prey and spoil, 
taken from the natives of this Isle. The second was Medrawd, 
who gave himself and his men to be one with the Saxons, for 
securing to himself the kingdom against Arthur ; and by reason 
of that treachery great multitudes of the Loegrians became as 
Saxons. The third was Aeddan the Traitor, of the North, who 
gave himself and his men, within the limits of his dominions, to 
the Saxons, so as to be enabled to maintain themselves by confu- 
sion ami anarchy, under the protection of the Saxons. And be- 
cause of those three Arrant Traitors the Cymry lost their land 
and their crown in Loegria : and, if it had not been for such trea- 
sons, the Saxons could not have gained the Island from the 
Cyipry. 

[This Triad, and the one, that follows, contain the only notice, 

* Arch, of Vi ales, vol. H p. 6b. Tr. 45, 46. 
VOL. I 3 I 
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that occurs in the perusal of British records, of cannibalism being 
known in the Island. The name of Gurgi implies a cannibal ; 
for Gwrgi Garutltcyd is literally the rough brown dog-man.— 
The reader is already acquainted with the history of Medrawd 
from former Triads*. — Aeddan, here mentioned, is also re- 
corded in a Triad called the " three exterminating Slaughters," 
as having ravaged the territory of Rhydderch the Generous, the 
chief of Alclwyd, the present Dunbarton. According to Merddin, 
a battle was fought between Rhydderch and Aeddan at Arderydd 
in Scotland, in which the former was victorious. This battle, 
which has been fixed at A. D. 577, is called in the Triads one of 
the " three frivolous battles," because it originated about a lark's 
nest. The name of Aeddan occurs also in the Gododin.] 

L. The three men, who were Bards, that achieved the three 
good Assassinations of the Isle of Britain. The first was Gall, 
the son of Dysgyvedawg, who killed the two brown birds of 
Gwenddolau, the son of Ceidio, that had a yoke of gold about 
them, and they devoured daily two bodies of the Cymry at their 
dinner and two at their Supper. The second was Ysgavnell, the 
son of Dysgyvedawg, who killed Edelfled King of Loegria, who 
required every night two noble maidens of the nation of the 
Cymry, and violated them, and the following morning slew and 
devoured them. The third was Difedel, the son of Dysgyve- 
dawg, who slew Gwrgi Garwlwyd, that was married to the sister 
of Edelfled, and committed treason and murder conjointly with 
Edelfled upon the nation of the Cymry ; and that Gwrgi killed a 
male and female of the Cymry daily and devoured them ; and on 
the Saturday he killed two, that he might not kill on the Sunday. 
And these three men, who achieved the three good Assassina- 
tions, were Bards. 

[Triad xliii, in No. 10, gives a farther account of these three 
Bards. Triad xxvm of the second series in the Archaiology, page 
13, says, that the birds of Gwenddolau guarded his treasures of 
gold and silver, instead of the golden yoke. Gwenddolau is fre- 
quently mentioned by Merddin in his Afallannau. and appears 
to have been the bard's patron. He fought on the side of Aeddan 
in the battle of Arderydd, above alluded to, and in which he was 
slain. — There may be some improbability in the circumstances 
detailed in this Triad ; but it does not therefore follow, that the 
gross practice it records had no foundation in fact. The vices, 

* Xo. 5, p. 171, and Nf. 6, p. 201. 
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monstrous and barbarous as they seem, may have existed, though 
the manner, in which they were displayed, has been exaggerated-] 

TRIADS OF WISDOM *. 

lxxi. Three things to which success cannot fail, where they 
•hall justly be : discretion, exertion, and hppe. 

lxxii. Three things that will be produced by merited and li- 
bera) recommendation : the occupation easy, the intellect inven- 
tive, and the hope strong. 

lxxih. Three things very good to be possessed of: a house 
of inheritance, a scientific trade, and privilege from native 
ancestry. 

lxxiv. Three things better than the foregoing : a healthy body, 
praiseworthy acquirements and qualities, and liberty by claim. 

lxxv. Three things better than all those : energetic reason, 
patient courage, and a clear conscience. 

L.xxvr. The three demonstrations of the usefulness of knowlege : 
wisdom, piety, and tranquillity. 

lxxvii. Three persons whom it would not be discreet to believe 
implicitly in what they might say : a man from a distance, a man 
older than his neighbours, and a man that is volatile and su- 
perficial +. 

lxxvih. Three things that appertain to truth : that it signifies 
not what it may be that ought to be spoken ; that it signifies not 
as to the time, place, or occasion, when it shall be spoken ; and 
that it signifies not what may follow from its being spoken. 

Lxxix. The three chief unconcealable traits of a person, and 
by them he shall be known : the glance of his eye, the pronun- 
ciation of his speech, and the mode of his self-motion. 

lxxx. Three things that shall not be obtained by loving and 
coveting them overmuch : praise, easy life, and wealth. 

TRIADS OF THE SOCIAL STATE*. 

i. The three fundamental principles of a social state are pri- 
vilege, possession, and mutual compact. 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. iii. p. 210. 

t The original has this clothed in the proverbial phrase of " matn Arm 
iaen," or a stone over a sheet of ice. 

{ These are the commencement of the Institutional Triads of Dyrntal 
Moelmtid, to which allusion was made in the 8th Vumocr, p. 284. Tho 
originals ma) be sten in the Archaiology of Wale?, vol. iii. p. 264, and «ro 
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if. The three fundamental principles of a social compact are 
protection, punishment, and pre-eminence, so far as each is bene- 
ficial to country and clan. 

HI. The three privileges and protections of a social state : secu- 
rity of life and person; security of possession and dwelling; se« 
curity of national right. 

IV. Three things, that dissolve the social state : affection, fear, 
and connections foreign to it. 

v. Three things, that confirm the social state : effectual security 
of property; just punishment where it is due; and mercy tem- 
pering justice where the occasion requires it in equity. 

VI. Three things, that utterly destroy the social state : cruelty 
instead of punishment; mercy perverting justice through partia- 
lity ; and fraudulent judgment where a native or a stranger is 
debarred of his right. 

VII. The three pillars of a social state are sovereignty, the law 
of the country, and distribution of justice. 

VIII. Three duties attached to each of these three pillars: justice 
to all; privilege and protection to all ; and competent regulations 
for the benefit of the community as to instruction, information, and 
record. 

IX. The three elements of law are knowlege, national right, and 
conscientiousness. 

x. The three ornaments of a social state : the learned scho- 
lar, the ingenious artist, and the just judge. 

XI. The three proofs of a judge: knowlege of the law ; know- 
lege of the customs which the law does not supersede; and 
knowlege of its times, and the business thereto belonging. 

XII. Three things, which a judge ought always to study : equity 
habitually; mercy conscientiously; and knowlege profoundly 
and accurately. 

in number 248. The translations, here given, are a part of those Jtft by 
that distinguished scholar, the late Rev. Peter Roberts, of whom a Memoir 
appeared in the Second Number of this worV, and which he probably in- 
tended to produce at the Cacrmarthen Eistedvodd, if hU life bad been spar- 
ed so lung. This collection will, perhaps, be published under the auspices 
of the Institution receutly formed in London. The title, given them by Mr. 
Roberts, was " Law Triads j"— but the original name, Tricdd Gwladoldeb a 
Cfajuladoldtb, means, in a liberal sense, Triads of the Social State. There 
sire other Triads of Dy vnwal, called Triaddy Cludau, more curious, perhaps, 
than these in their references to the ancient condition of socittv in thiscoun- 
try. These are designed for inscitKn hereafter.— Et>. 



